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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Canada-in-Asia Conference 2025 (CIAC2025) came at a turbulent time for Canadian
geopolitical interests, and at a critical time for deepening ties between Canada and the Indo-
Pacific region. Held at the Raffles City Convention Centre in Singapore, CIAC2025 brought together
738 participants, including 235 attendees from Canada and 484 attendees from across Asia,
reflecting the growing interest and commitment to broadening and deepening Canada-Asia
collaboration.

Over the course of the conference, 125 speakers shared insights and expertise across 30 panels
and discussions, covering key topics at the intersection of trade, investment, innovation, and
research. Participants represented 36 cities from across the Indo-Pacific, making CIAC2025 a truly
regional and cross-sectoral gathering.

We were delighted to see that our original ambition is now well and truly coming to fruition: CIAC is
a platform for wider Canadian engagement in the region and an anchor event for other gatherings,
trade missions, and more extensive business trips. Beyond the formal program, the conference
featured 17 side events hosted by partners and sponsors, offering additional opportunities for
networking, knowledge-sharing, and deal-making.



AUDIENCE AND NETWORKING
A senior, cross-sector gathering of Canada-Asia champions

CIAC2025 saw the conference series’ strongest turnout yet, bringing together 738 participants,
including senior leaders from the private sector, public sector, and research community. This
diverse, high-level audience reflects CIAC’s core mission: fostering meaningful dialogue at the
intersection of business, policy, and research where innovative solutions emerge. By convening
key players from these sectors, CIAC2025 provided a unique platform for forging partnerships,
exchanging insights, and developing cross-sector strategies that drive real-world impact. Overall,
there were 438 unique organizations in attendance. A list of organizations present at CIAC2025 is
available in Annex 1.

Geographic Diversity

CIAC2025 brought together participants from 36 cities across 21 economies in the Asia Pacific,
reinforcing the conference’s role as a premier platform for Canada-Asia engagement. Recognizing
the importance of broad regional representation, APF Canada and Universities Canada took
deliberate steps to enhance participation from South Asia and Northeast Asia at CIAC2025,
including targeted speaker invitations and in-region social media outreach. The result was a
dynamic and diverse audience that reflected the full spectrum of opportunities and challenges
shaping Canada’s engagement with the Indo-Pacific. We hope to achieve even greater
representation from these regions in future iterations of the conference.

The participation of 235 delegates from Canada for CIAC2025 underscored Canada’s commitment
to trade diversification and deepening Asia competence. This represented 32% of the CIAC2025
audience. Of the remaining audience, 66% was from Asia —in line with our audience projections for
2025 - and 2% was from other regions.

The following economies were represented:

e Australia (6) e India(10) e Singapore (342)

e Bangladesh (3) e Indonesia(7) e South Korea (5)

e Brunei (1) e taly (1) e Srilanka (2)

e Belgium (1) e Japan(12) e Taiwan (14)

e Cambodia (3) e Laos(2) e Thailand (11)

e Canada (235) e Macao (2) e United Kingdom (3)
e Mainland China (13) e Malaysia (6) e United States (6)

e France (1) e Mongolia (1) e Vietnam (8)

e Germany (1) e Myanmar (2)

e HongKong SAR (19) e Philippines (15)



Private sector and private sector support: a driving force for economic ties

At CIAC2025, 54% of participants came from the private sector or private sector support
organizations, including key players such as Invest in Canada and other investment attraction
agencies, Export Development Canada, trade associations, and advisory firms.

“We need to focus on all the things that are in our
control... Leverage our partnerships, share the
resources, share the talent, innovate together, co-invest
solve problems together... The daring to dream of what
is possible is only limited by our ability to dream. Let's
think BIG and if not now, when?”

Goldy Hyder
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Business leaders bring strategic insight to the economic
dynamics shaping the region, offering perspectives on
market access, regulation, innovation, and supply chains.
Through thought leadership and dialogue with government
and academia, they help shape actionable strategies to
strengthen trade, investment, and innovation between
Canada and Asia. CIAC2025 served as a key forum for
these cross-sector conversations, reinforcing the private
sector’s role as both a driver of growth and a vital partner
in addressing shared regional challenges.

Companies at CIAC2025 were most commonly represented by one or more senior decision-

makers, including:

e President/CEO/Principal (64)
e Founder (29)

e Chair (16)

e Other C-Suite (18)

e Executive Director (14)

e Managing Director/Partner/Principal (39)
e Executive or Senior Vice President (5)

e \Vice President (20)

e Director or Head of Division (38)

e Partner (22)

Research and civil society: catalysts for innovation and cross-sector linkages

The research and civil society sectors accounted for 28% of CIAC2025 participants and included
universities, think tanks, non-profits, and innovation-

focused institutions. These organizations play a
crucialrole in shaping evidence-based policy,
generating new ideas, and advancing solutions to
complex regional challenges. Their presence brought
cutting-edge research, long-term thinking, and a
focus oninclusive, sustainable development to the

forefront of conference discussions.




For Canada, universities are key drivers of international engagement — incubating talent, fostering
research collaboration, and strengthening economic, scientific, and people-to-people ties across
the Indo-Pacific. At CIAC2025, research institutions helped bridge dialogue between business and
government, ensuring cross-sector conversations were both forward-looking and grounded in
academic and practical insight.

Participants from the research and civil society communities included:

e President and Vice-Chancellor e Vice President or Vice Provost (20)
(University) (10) e Dean (3)

e President and CEO (Other) (7) e Assistant/Associate Vice President (10)

e Executive Director (6) e Regional Director, Senior Director or

e Other C-Suite (5) Director (33)

Government representatives and public sector: policy perspectives and leadership

The public sector made up 18% of CIAC2025 participants, with strong
representation from federal and provincial governments in Canada.
Notably, the conference also included the strongest participation of
government officials from across the Indo-Pacific to date. This
included delegates from Singapore, Mongolia, Thailand, Indonesia,
and the Philippines, reflecting the growing interest among regional
governments in deepening engagement with Canada — and in CIAC as
a platform for this to be achieved.

We were honoured to welcome The Hon. Mary Ng, Canada’s Minister of Export Promotion,
International Trade and Economic Development; Grace Fu, Singapore’s Minister for Sustainability
and the Environment; and Minister Warren Kaeding from the Government of Saskatchewan,
representing the province’s trade and export development ministry. We were also pleased to
welcome Undersecretary Sharon S. Garin from the Philippines Department of Energy, who plays a
key leadership role in the country’s Nuclear Energy Program Interagency Committee. Additionally,
CIAC2025 participants valued the opportunity to meet with the nine Canadian Heads of Mission in
attendance at the conference.

PROGRAM AND INSIGHTS
Exploring Big-Picture Challenges Together

The four plenary sessions of CIAC2025 were a forum for attendees to engage with global
challenges and opportunities shaping the future of Canada-Asia relations. Selected due to their
relevance across sectors, plenary topics included:

e The Global Competition for Talent
e Canadian Investmentin Research for Developmentin Asia
e Navigating Geopolitical Risk, Recasting Global Supply Chains



e Asia’s Sustainable Infrastructure Opportunity

A Customizable CIAC Experience

CIAC2025’s concurrent sessions followed an innovative format that focused on four priority
sectors — agri-food and food security, ocean tech and blue economy, clean technology, and
energy transitions - that intersected with four engagement tracks — innovation ecosystems,
investment and finance, trade and supply chains, and artificial intelligence. This allowed
participants to navigate the conference program according to multiple areas of interest.

CIAC2025 offered rich opportunities for networking and business-to-business (B2B) engagement,
both within the formal agenda and through a dynamic set of side events. Dedicated time was built
into the conference program for informal connections during breaks and evening receptions,
fostering valuable interactions across sectors. In addition, around 20 side events and meetings
were organized on the margins of CIAC2025 by partners across the Canada-Asia engagement
ecosystem, all seeking to capitalize on the exceptional audience the conference attracts.

The CIAC2025 program and speaker list can be viewed here.

Session summaries from CIAC2025:

CIAC2025 Plenaries Report
CIAC2025 Summary Report: Agri-food & Food Security

CIAC2025 Summary Report: Ocean Tech & Blue Economy
CIAC2025 Summary Report: Clean Tech
CIAC2025 Summary Report: Energy Transitions and Security

AUDIENCE FEEDBACK

The overwhelming majority of survey respondents

were satisfied with CIAC2025: .o S
Q@i Ld Ay
In response to the question Overall, how satisfied were ’ -1,53

you with the Canada-in-Asia Conference 20257 over
90% of respondents were either ‘Very Satisfied’ (50%)
or ‘Satisfied’ (40.5%) , and no respondents replied that
they were either ‘Dissatisfied’ or ‘Very Dissatisfied.’

The overwhelming majority of respondents were “very successful” or “successful” in achieving
their main objective at the conference. The most common attendee objectives were to meet


https://www.canada-in-asia.ca/2025-conference-agenda
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/ciac2025-plenaries-summary-report
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/ciac2025-summary-report-agri-food-food-security
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/ciac2025-summary-report-ocean-tech-blue-economy
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/ciac2025-summary-report-clean-tech
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/ciac2025-summary-report-energy-transitions-and-security

potential business partners, meet potential research or innovation partners, or to learn more about
Asia. Similarly, 96% of respondents found the networking at CIAC2025 to be useful: “I made
extremely useful connections” (36%) or “I made somewhat useful connections” (60%).
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Organizations at the Canada-in-Asia Conference 2025 (CIAC2025)
59% Private Sector and Private Sector Support organizations;
22% Research and Civil Society organizations;

1982 Ventures

A*STAR

Abico Asia Capital

Aboitiz Data Innovation

ACE Capital

Ad Astra

ADB Ventures

Adept Corporate Services (ACS)
Advanced Micro Foundry

Agrifood Futures

Agrocorp

AIMCO

Air Canada

Air@Wave Communications
Alsens

Alliance Advisory Private Limited
AlphaGen Venture Capital

Altara Ventures

Altivolus Pte Ltd

Anchor Asia

AngelCentral Pte Ltd

Antares Ventures

APAC Society for Cellular Agriculture
APEC Policy Partnership on Food Security
Approach Navigation Systems Inc.
Aquaconnect

Arcc Holdings Pte Ltd

Asia BioBusiness Pte. Ltd.

Asia Business Council

Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada
Asian Development Bank

Asian Institute of Technology
Asiawide Franchise Consultants
Asiawide Franchise Consultants Pte Ltd

Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore)

Atherton Linden Capital
AtkinsRéalis

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA)

Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd

Australia-Canada Economic Leadership Forum

Australian High Commission in Singapore
Avestan Holdings

AVPN

Axiom Space

Barlow Farms

BDJ Capital

11% Public/Government organizations

Bezos Centre for Sustainable Protein @ NUS
BHP

Bintang Capital Partners Berhad

Bitkernel

BlackBerry

BlackRock

Bloomberg News

Bloomingdale Holdings Pte Ltd

BPS Ventures

Bright Orange Door

British Columbia Institute of Technology
British High Commission Singapore

Business Council of Canada

CAFTA (Canadian Agri-food Trade Alliance)
Calico

Canada Immigration and Visa Pte Ltd
Canada-ASEAN Business Council (CABC)
Canada-China Business Council

Canada's Indo-Pacific Agriculture and Agri-Food Office
Canada's Mission to ASEAN

Canada's Ocean Supercluster
Canada-Vietnam Trade Council

Canadian Alumni Network Singapore (CANsg)
Canadian Bureau for International Education
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Japan
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Korea
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Malaysia
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Singapore
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Taiwan
Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam
Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
Canadian International School Bangladesh
Canadian International School Macao
Canadian Nuclear Association

Canadian Pork Council

Canadian Security Intelligence Service
Canadian Trade Office in Taipei

CanCham Beijing

CanCham PRD

CanCham Shanghai

Capilano University

Cargill

Cascadia Seaweed Corp.

CBC Radio-Canada

CDPQ



Center for Economic and Social Development
Center for Strategic and International Studies
Centre of Excellence for National Security
Cherubic Ventures

CIFAR

Cinavro Korea Inc.

Circulate Capital

Citron Violet Productions

Clean Kinetics Pte Ltd

Climate Fund Managers

Climate Policy Initiative

ClimateDoor

CognitivAl Pte. Ltd

College of the North Atlantic

Collinson Group

Compusult Limited

Concordia University

Consulate General of Canada in Guangzhou
Consulate General of Canada in Ho Chi Minh City
Consulate General of Canada in Hong Kong and Macao
Consulate General of Canada in Shanghai
Continental AG

Convergence Blended Finance

Copol International Ltd

Cor Ventures

CORE Renewable Energy Inc.

Cornerstone Ventures

CPKC

CPP Investments

Crestview Strategy

Crisis24

Cyber Security Agency of Singapore

DBS Bank

Deal Street Asia

Delight Capital

DFDL Vietnam | Legal & Tax |

DIGITAL

Durapower Holding PTE

Dyson

EcolLabs Centre of Innovation for Energy
Edelman

Edmonton Global

Egress Space

Elephants in Main Street International
Embassy of Canada in Beijing

Embassy of Canada in Japan

Embassy of Canada in Laos

Embassy of Canada to Cambodia

Embassy of Canada to Indonesia and Timor-Leste
Embassy of Canada to Korea

Embassy of Canada to the People's Republic of China
Embassy of Canada to the Philippines
Embassy of Japan in Singapore

Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
Emerald Technologies Ventures Ltd.

Ensign Infosecurity

Enterprise Singapore

ERIA (Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia)

Erthos Inc.

Eurazeo

EverYi Capital

Evoco Ltd

Exceed Tech Pte Ltd

Export Development Canada

Export Finance Australia

Farm Credit Canada

Fasken

FinDev Canada

Food & Beverage Atlantic

FPT Software

Frass

Frost & Sullivan (Singapore) Pte Ltd
GBCS Group LTD.

GearlInc

Gene Biomedical

Genome Canada

Genting Ventures

GeoPol Asia

German Embassy in Singapore

GlintMed Innovation

Global Affairs Canada

Global Development Network (GDN)
Gobi Partners

Golden Equator Capital

Goldpeak Corporation SAC

Government of Alberta

Government of Canada

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
Government of Saskatchewan

GovTech

Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP

Green Route Cambodia Enterprise
Greenworks Inc

Grow Asia

Grow Indo-Pacific

Hatch

High Commission of Canada in Bangladesh
High Commission of Canada in Malaysia
High Commission of Canada in New Delhi
High Commission of Canada in Singapore
Hillebrand Gori

Hinrich Foundation

Hive Ventures

HJM Asia Law & Co LLC

Hong How Corporation

Hot Laundry Digital

Humber Polytechnic

Hydrogen Innovation Pte Ltd

HySights

ICM Global Funds

IM Holdings

Indigenous Services Canada
Indo-Canadian Business Chamber
Industrial Technology Investment Corporation
Infocomm Media Development Authority
Infrastructure Asia



Innovation PEI

Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis
Institute for Environment and Sustainability
Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, S. Rajaratham
School of International Studies (RSIS)

Institute of Innovation & Entrepreneurship, SMU
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies - Yusof Ishak Institute
Intercedent

International Development Research Centre (IDRC)
International Institute for Astronautical Sciences
International Institute for Strategic Studies
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction
International Protection Group

International Treasures limited

Investin Canada

Investissement Québec International

IPG

IPI Singapore

Jasher Global

JdW Strategic Ventures

Jeneration Capital

Jessica Zuch Studios Ltd.

JurisAsia LLC

Kadan Capital

Keppel

Kickstart Ventures

KJA Digital

Knowledge Circle Foundation/ Chiang Mai University
Koota Ooma Ukrainian Books and Gifts

KPMG

Kraken Robotics

Kumi Analytics Pte Ltd

Kweli Advisory Services

Learners hub pte ltd

Lee Kong Chian School of Business, SMU

Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine, NTU

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, NUS
LeeWay Group

Linct Materials Pte Ltd

LIRNEasia

LVK Group of Companies

Mach 5 Foundation and Cadet Learning

Manulife

Marine Institute of Memorial University

Marine Open Innovation Institute

Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore
Mattson Technology Singapore

McGill University

MDA Space

Meinhardt Group

Memorial University of Newfoundland

Microsoft

Mighty Net

Mila - Quebec Al Institute

Milbank LLP

Miller Thomson LLP

Ministry of Defence of Singapore

Ministry of Digital Development and Information, Singapore

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Mongolia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore
Ministry of Trade and Industry, Singapore
Mitsubishi Canada Ltd.

Mitsui Sumitomo First Capital
Mohawk College

Monetary Authority of Singapore
Montréal International

Morrison Foerster

Motion Ventures

Mount Row

Mount Royal University

Nabuurs Gardens Ltd.

Nanyang Technological University
National Bank of Canada

National University of Singapore
Natural Resources Canada
Netherlands Embassy

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific
NEXI Singapore

Nokia

Nurasa

NYK Bulk & Projects Carriers Ltd.
OCAD University

Oceans Advance Inc.

Olam Agri

Oncoustics

Ontario Teachers' Pension Plan
Ontario Tech University

OpenAl

Orbis Leadership Inc

OSIM International Pte Ltd

Osiris Drones

Outer Space Institute

Outlast Sports and Entertainment
Ovivo

Paramount Matter Holdings
Philippine Department of Energy
Pine Capital Management

Polybee

Potato Impact Partners

Power Generation Developer/Executive
Power Sustainable Lios Inc.
PragmaClin Research Inc.

Privy Council Office

ProfilePrint Pte Ltd

Prospect Innovation

Protein Industries Canada

PSA International

Public Safety Canada

Pulse Canada

Purpose Venture Capital

Quebec Government Office in Singapore
Queen's University

Restaurant Brands International

RF Trading Co. Ltd

Risewell Sg Private Ltd
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Rockefeller Foundation

Rosette Media Group

Royal Bank of Canada

Royal Roads University

RSIS

Rumah Foundation

Rumah Group

S&P Global Commodity Insights
S&P Global Platts

Sabrina Fashion Industry Corp.

SAIT - The Southern Alberta Institute of Technology

Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Saskatchewan Polytechnic

Schneider Electric

Schulich School of Business, York University
Seashore Maritime Services Limited
SecDev Foundation

Senescence Life Sciences

Shandi Global Pte Ltd

Sherpa

Simon Fraser University

Singapore Agri-Food Innovation Lab (SAIL)
Singapore Business Federation

Singapore Management University (SMU)
Singapore Trade Data Exchange (SGTraDex)
Singtel Innov8 Ventures Pte Ltd

Skyfold Inc.

Smith School of Business - Queen's University
Soucy Rubber Co

Soy Canada

Space Science Endeavors LLC

Spasurgica

Spectrum Medical Diagnostics, Inc.
Speyside Group

ST Engineering

Sugar venture capital

Sumitomo Corporation Asia & Oceania Pte Ltd
Sun Apple Developments

Sun Life

Sweet Grass Canadian Oats

Taiwan ITRI New Venture Association

Taste of Nova Scotia

Tattica Group

TD Bank

Temasek Foundation

Terrascope

Tessellation Group

The BlueBeat Group

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong

The Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Macao
The China Institute at the University of Alberta
The Cleantech Group

The Economist Group

The Herbers Agency Vietnam

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
Thinkads Pte Ltd

Tidal Break Climate

Tim Hortons

Tokyo University of Agriculture/Assentia Holding
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change
Toronto Centre

Toronto Metropolitan University
Totem Media

Trade and Invest BC

Tribeca Capital

Tsinghua University | University of Geneva
Tung Lok

UMC Capital

Uncle Saba's

UNDP Global Centre in Singapore
Unicell Group

Universiti Tenaga Nasional
Universities Canada

University of Alberta

University of British Columbia
University of Calgary

University of New Brunswick
University of Northern British Columbia
University of Saskatchewan
University of the Fraser Valley
University of Toronto

University of Victoria

University of Waterloo

University of Windsor

UntroD Capital

UPS Asia Pacific

Upsight Pte Ltd

US Department of State

Vancouver Fraser Port Authority
VelanInc.

Vena Energy Pte Ltd

Venturebeam

Verge HealthTech Fund

Vertex Growth Fund

Virtual Assist PTE LTD

Virtual Gurus

Vistra Corporate Services

Voltai

WaterShed Monitoring

Wavemaker Impact

Weather Risk Management Services (WRMS)
Web Summit

WelTel Incorporated

Withers Khattarwong LLP

World Courier

YES (Your Empowering Solutions)



